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How to investigate the cyberspace
: from the perspective of sociology
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Cyber, comb.form

Chiefly prefixed to nouns. Originally: forming words
relating to (the culture of) computers, information
technology, and virtual reality, or denoting futuristic
concepts. Later also: spec. forming terms relating to the
Internet.

Cyber, adj

In predicative use. Of, relating to, or involving (the
culture of) computers, virtual reality, or the Internet;
futuristic.

[ Oxford English Dictionary |
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Cybernetics, n

1. With sing. concord. The field of study concerned
with communication and control systems in living
organisms and machines.

1948 N. Wiener Cybernetics 19 We have decided to call the entire field of

control and communication theory, whether in the machine or in the
animal, by the name Cybernetics.

2. In extended use: the field of study concerned with the
integration of living organisms and electronic or other
technological devices; robotics. Cf. bionics n.

1959 J. Griffin tr. J. Rostand Can Man be Modified ii. 56 Intelligent

people are wondering very seriously whether the robots of cybernetics do
not present us with a valid image of life and of thought.
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Figure is from Leroi Gourhan 1964 “Le geste et la parole”
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Model 1: space of the voice
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Model 2: space of the telephone
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